
William’s Jolly

First, an Explanation: At the outset, there is no one better to explain the term ‘Jolly’ as used in 
Naval circles than former Surgeon Commander Rick Jolly, Royal Navy who, in 1988 with the 
help of the noted Royal Marine cartoonist, ‘Tugg’, produced ‘Jackspeak’. ‘Jackspeak’, 
fascinatingly subtitled, ‘The Pusser’s Rum Guide to Royal Naval Slanguage’, is what it says on 
the bottle. It is an alphabetically arranged collection of words, phrases, expressions and the like, 
which are redolent of the days when Jack would regularly enjoy sippers of Nelson’s blood!

One is tempted to slip in the odd phrase or two drawn from that compendium but it might run the 
risk of using a somewhat risqué and insensitive phrase that would very likely upset one’s 
maiden aunt or local vicar! So, we shall just stick with a version of ‘Jolly’, which to quote Rick, is:

‘A nice, pleasant trip that has no real underlying purpose’ 

Containing a sense of irony, like so many other service expressions, it is probable that ‘Jolly’, in 
such a context, has found its way into widespread civilian usage, and one is sure that the reader 
may have in mind the odd politician to which it might apply. However, that is enough digression.

About William: The William in the article’s title is 177133 Chief Petty Officer William Philip Le 
Sauteur who was born in St Helier, Jersey on the 12th February, 1878. He enlisted into the RN 
as a Boy, 2nd Class on the 3rd November, 1893. He steadily rose through the ranks, becoming a 
Seaman Gunner and getting his buttons as a CPO on the 1st February, 1911 before retiring from 
the RN with a pension on the 24th February, 1920, to carry on working as a civilian Seamanship
Instructor at Whale Island. Sadly he died on the 18th January, 1923, leaving behind a widow, 
Sarah (née Osborne) whom he had married in Jersey on the 4th September, 1904, and two 
sons, William and Philip. 



His naval service before the Great War had taken him to the Cape Station in Africa, where he 
received the Ashanti campaign medal with the Benin 1897 clasp while serving on board HMS 
Philomel and later, the Queen’s South Africa Medal with the Cape Colony clasp for service 
during the Anglo-Boer War where he was a member of the crew onboard the Eclipse Class 
protected cruiser, HMS Doris, the flagship at the Cape Station, pictured on the previous page.   

During the time that it spent during the Anglo-Boer 
War, HMS Doris, along with HMS Monarch, HMS 
Powerful and HMS Terrible, sent a number of sailors 
and marines to form a 350+ strong Naval Brigade 
equipped with two 12-pounders providing support to 
the Army. It is not known whether William was among 
this number, but it is quite possible. While in Africa, 
William would contract malaria, and would return to 
England to receive treatment for this at the RN 
Hospital at Haslar, Gosport from September to 
November, 1901. 

William is pictured left, and is wearing ‘square rig’. 
Two medals are visible, clearly those gained in Africa, 
while his Seaman Gunner’s badge is visible on his 
right sleeve. At the time that the photograph was 
taken, he was a Petty Officer as indicated by the 
badge showing crossed anchors surmounted by the 
crown on his left sleeve. Below that, he is wearing two 
good conduct stripes suggesting a period of eight 
years where any misdemeanours that he had got up 
to, had gone undetected!

Moving on to the Great War, William joined the crew of 
the Arethusa-class light cruiser HMS Galatea on the 19th

November, 1914, and remained a member throughout te 
remainder of that War, leaving the ship on the 26th

February, 1919. According to family accounts, it was his 
favourite ship. 

HMS Galatea had an excellent career during the Great 
War, mainly operating out of the port of Harwich into the 
North Sea, among other tasks to watch for the German 
High Seas Fleet coming out of their ports and to deal 
with any other German surface ships and submarines 
trying to operate against British shipping and England’s 
East coast towns. However, as can be seen in the 
newspaper article, the ship also ‘notched up’ a Zeppelin, 
when on the 4th May, 1916, in conjunction with its sister 
ship HMS Phaeton, the L7 (LZ32) was brought down as 
it was either heading westwards to bomb an English 
town, or had just set to conduct a reconnaissance. Just 
four weeks later, the Battle of Jutland took place on the 
31st May and the 1st June, 1916, and unsurprisingly, 
HMS Galatea took an important part in this action, but,
as will be seen, was very fortunate to survive. 



Forewarned by Naval Intelligence that a major 
German fleet operation was imminent, the British set 
sail from Scapa Flow and Rosyth, the latter where 
Admiral Beatty and his battle-cruisers were based. 
Beatty’s battle-cruisers sailed eastwards, but their 
progress was made behind a screening force of light 
cruisers that included HMS Phaeton, and on the left 
flank of this force, HMS Galatea.  As the fleet 
steamed forward, a ship was spotted on the port bow,
and Phaeton and Galatea were detached to 
investigate. The mystery ship turned out to be none 
other than a Danish ship, the NJ Fiord (or Fjord).

However, the two British ships now suddenly 
discovered that heading towards them and the NJ 
Fiord were two German destroyers, B109 and B110, 
who had been similarly ordered by their fleet’s 
commanders to investigate the Danish ship! 
Unbeknown to either of the two adversaries, the 
British and the German fleets were now less than fifty 
miles apart. It was reputed that HMS Galatea was the 
first British ship to fire the first shells of the Battle of 
Jutland, but it was certainly the first to be hit by a 
German shell, fired by the SMS Elbing. Yet, fortune 
smiled on the Galatea in that this shell (pictured left), 
which plunged down through three decks, failed to 
explode, and thus the ship continued on in action.

HMS Galatea at full steam



This is not the place to recount the facts of the Battle of Jutland, as there are many websites 
and books that cover the topic more than adequately. However, there is one family anecdote 
that may be of interest, and which relates to the visit of His Majesty, King George V following 
the fleet’s return to port after the battle, and which is referred to in the press cutting earlier in 
this article.

During his visit to the Galatea, the King paused for refreshments with his party in the wardroom, 
and decided to have a few games of cards, whereupon one of his aides produced a pack. Then, 
suitably refreshed, he resumed his visit to his ships, and the party all trooped out. At this point, 
William apparently squirreled away the pack and promptly headed ashore to post them home as 
a souvenir. Later, when he was back on board, the cards were found to be missing, and he was 
ordered to organise a search party to locate them so that they might be returned to their rightful 
owner. The search was unsuccessful!

One can never be too careful!    

About the ‘Jolly’: Leaving behind our overview of William’s naval career, let us turn our 
attention to a particular event that occurred just a few weeks before the L7 was brought down. 
This was his ‘Jolly’, although in reality, as will be seen from some of the events that were
reported, the trip was anything but jolly. 

Among the family’s memorabilia of William’s life there exists a typed four page document which, 
for convenience purposes, is referred to as the ‘Brownrigg Report’. It has been scanned and is 
contained in subsequent pages. Who was the writer? Commander Brownrigg was Henry John 
Studholme Brownrigg, and there are some thoughts that it was he who produced it. However, 
the author of this article takes the view that William may have been the Report’s author, as its 
contents are not fully consistent with the official service writing style of the day. There are a few 
other clues.

At the time, Commander Brownrigg was the Executive Officer onboard HMS Barham, whose 
home port was Scapa Flow in the Orkneys, while HMS Galatea was operating out of Harwich. It 
does seem odd that the Commander would have gone out of his way to collect an experienced 
CPO whom he would have certainly regarded as ‘old and ugly enough’ to have found his way to 
London and report at a certain time to the Commander there. It appears that William also stayed 
overnight at the Union Jack Club that was opposite Waterloo Station in London. Intended to 
provide affordable accommodation for sailors and soldiers in transit via London or for spending 
a few days leave there, it was unlikely that Commander Brownrigg would have stayed, and that 
he would very likely have used either the Army and Navy or the Naval and Military Club.
However, whoever actually wrote the ‘Brownrigg Report’ is less relevant than its content which 
is of considerable historic interest. The role of the Royal Naval Division on land operations out in 
Gallipoli and in France and Flanders is well known. Less so were the excursions by Midshipmen 
into the trenches in Gallipoli. But, as far as can be determined, nothing has been published 
about visits to the trenches on the western front by parties of naval personnel.     

Before reading the Report, note that there are several place names incorrectly spelt: 

 Neouf-Les-Mines should be Noeux-Les-Mines
 Bully Grenade should be Bully Grenay
 Moroc should be Maroc
 Loose should be Loos
 Mazingarde should be Mazingarbe
 Les-Brebis should be N/K









The ‘Brownrigg Report’ offers yet another insight into trench life, this time from the standpoint of 
a sailor, yet it is also fascinating to see a few uses of naval terminology. Reference is made, for 
example, to the RGA’s Ordnance BL 9.2” Howitzers, to give them their correct name, being 
formerly used by the ‘Blue Marines’. The ‘Blue Marines’ were men from the Royal Marine 
Artillery whose uniform jackets were blue in colour. This differed them from the Royal Marine 
Light Infantry, resplendent in their red jackets, who as well as being known as ‘Red Marines’, 
were occasionally unkindly, if not unwisely, referred to as ‘Lobsters’ by Jack!

Party ‘F’ was split into two sections, ‘A’ 
and ‘X’. One may wonder whether this 
was applying the standard references 
of the turrets onboard the larger naval 
ships, where the forward turrets were 
‘A’ and ‘B’ while the aft turrets were ‘X’ 
and ‘Y’, the latter generally manned by 
the ‘Blue Marines’. 

The Party were able to see SS Sussex 
(pictured right) fairly close up, and the 
Report very accurately summarises 
the damage that resulted the previous 
month when SS Sussex was struck by 
UB 29’s torpedo.     

The visit to the western front does appear to have provided the ratings with a wide sample of 
the life routinely experienced by their khaki-clad, kilted hosts. Shelling, the occasional bursts of 
Maxim machine gun fire, wiring parties, and Maconochie’s stew (not Mackintosh?), all of which 
would steadily add to the British casualty figures during the Great War, and which they 
witnessed during their stay. As far as can be made out, and this is partially based upon the 
report of the eight bombers who were killed, their hosts, the Cameroons, were in fact the 1st

Battalion, the Cameron Highlanders who were part of 1st Brigade, 1st Division. Reference is also 



made to the Black Watch taking over the trenches from the Highlanders, and the presence of 
the Munsters also. Both the 1st Battalion, the Black Watch, and the 2nd Battalion, the Royal 
Munster Fusiliers belonged to 1st Division also. One would expect that the arrival of a party of 
sailors, their handover when the Battalions changed, and their subsequent departure were 
mentioned in the War Diaries. 

Back in London, they would clearly enjoy their 48 hours of leave before returning to their ships 
with one or two ‘when I was in the trenches’ stories to recount to their messmates, little knowing 
of what would await them at Jutland! One can conclude that the Report was soon produced, 
and it is marvellous that it has fortunately survived in such an excellent condition.

Thanks: Thanks must go to William Le Sauteur’s grand-daughter, Sue Corbel, for providing the 
most of the material upon which this article relies.    
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